
TOWN OF TAGHKANIC  
ZONING COMMISSION MEETING 

November 4, 2019 
 
 
 

Members present:  Joyce Thompson, Chair; Linda Swartz, Co-Chair and Secretary; Members: Al Huehnel, John Roberts, 
Donn Critchell, Kathy Bainer, Elizabeth O’Donnell (via video-conference); ZC Consultant Ted Fink 
Excused:  Moisha Blechman  
 
The meeting was called to order at 4:07 p.m. by Joyce Thompson. 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
A motion to accept the Minutes from the October 21, 2019 Zoning Commission Meeting was made by John Roberts, 
seconded by Al Huehnel, and passed by a majority of those who were present at the October 21 meeting. 

Ayes:  3* (Roberts, Huehnel, O’Donnell)  Nays:  0  Abstained: 1 (Critchell) 
*Kathy Bainer arrived after this vote.  
 
Continuation of Review of Complete Zoning Document : 
 
Section 100-L. 

 At the October 21, 2019 meeting, Elizabeth voiced concern with permitting hazardous materials as shown in 
Section 100-L.1.a.  Ted said he had not an opportunity to look at the NYS Fire Code Tables cited in Section  
100-L.1.a., but he will do so before the next meeting.   
Donn asked why tents and canopies are listed here.  The ZC considered the potential for fire when using heaters 
in event tents.  John said he would contact Cantele Tents and ask if the customer is required to take a rider on 
their homeowner’s policy.   
Joyce suggested that it might be better to list the “temporary” uses in this section, specifically item c. 
(pyrotechnics) and item f. (tents and canopies), in their own separate section.  Ted said he would make a 
separate section for the temporary uses. 

 
Section 100-M.   

 This section outlines a schedule of fire inspections to be performed by the CEO.  Does the CEO currently do these 
inspections?  Is this part of the building permit process?  Are these inspections performed on all buildings, 
including garages and barns?  Ted will clarify this section. 

 
The ZC had no comments or concerns with sections 100-N. and 100-O. 
 
Section 100-P. 

 100-P.1.  Change “Section O (Record Keeping) of this Zoning Law” to “Section 100.O., Record Keeping”. 

 100-P.3. is long and confusing.  Ted will break it into two sentences and clean it up. 
 
Section 100-Q. 

 100-Q.2. At the end of the sentence, add “Energy Code” 

 In 100-Q.3. Insert “calendar” near the end of the paragraph (“shall be liable to a civil penalty of not less than 
$250 for each calendar day or part thereof …”) 

 In 100-Q.4. Remove the “.00” in the fines and make each appear only as even dollar amounts. 

 The order of 100-Q.3. through 100-Q.6. will be changed as follows:  3 becomes 5; 4 becomes 6; 5 becomes 3; 6 
becomes 4.   

 
The ZC had no comments or concerns with sections 110-R., 100-S., 100-T. 
 
Section 110:   

 110-A. is standard language and comes directly from town law. 

 110-B.  Ted will perform a global search and replace all instances of “Building Inspector” with “Code Enforcement 
Officer”. (Also appears in 100-C.6.) 
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 Elizabeth asked Ted about the term “quasi-judicial”.  Ted explained that the ZBA hears appeals from 
determinations made by the Planning Board, so they serve in an appellate role for interpretation of the law. 

 110-C.4.a.  The ZC had a very long discussion about the time requirements for Public Notice and Hearing.   
This section of the code is for someone who is seeking relief from the rules that everyone else must abide by.   
The ZBA is required to provide notice of the public hearing by publishing legal notice in the newspaper and on 
the town website, and the applicant is required to notify the neighboring property owners in writing.  Any 
changes made in this section, would throw off the time requirements for Site Plan Review.    Kathy argued that 
dragging out the publication and noticing requirements would drag the entire process out.  To settle the matter, 
a vote was called:  
 
Al Huehnel made a motion to set the publication requirement at 15 days; seconded by Donn Critchell. 
Ayes:  4 (Huehnel, Critchell, Roberts, Bainer)  Nays:  1 (O’Donnell)  Abstained: 0 

 

 110-C.4.a. is re-written as follows:  “By publishing, at the earliest possible date following the scheduling of the 
hearing, but at least fifteen (15) calendar days prior to the date of the public hearings, a legal notice in the official 
Internet website and official newspaper or paper of general circulation in the Town.” 

 110-C.4.b. Change “Secretary of the Board of Appeals” to “applicant”; change “five (5) calendar days” to “15 
calendar days” and change “five hundred (500) feet to “one thousand (1000) feet” 

 110-C.5. requires referral of appeals that meet the specific requirements of Sections 239(l) and 239(m) of the 
General Municipal Law to the Regional State Park Commission.  That commission is not required to respond, but 
we are required to notify them. 

 
110-D and 110-E are okay as is. 
 
Section 120: 

 120-C.6. and 9 are similar, but Ted said they are not the same; 6 doesn’t not say anything about the growth of 
the town.  Elizabeth asked if these two sentences could be put together.  Ted will take care of it. 

 120-D.  Pertains to Town Board Procedures.  John asked if the 10-day notice for the public hearing presents a 
problem, and if there is anything that the ZC can even change here since it is Town Board?  Ted will check State 
Law to see if these are required. 

 120-D.1.c. is not necessary because Taghkanic is surrounded only by other towns within our own county, and not 
bordered by another county. 

 
Section 130 is okay as is. 
 
 
Next Meeting: 
The next meeting of the ZC is scheduled for Monday, November 18, 2019.  THE MEETING WILL BEGIN AT 4:00.    
Elizabeth plans to be present in person.  The ZC agreed to meet at 4:00 for the remainder of the winter months.  We will 
plan for a Saturday workshop in January to which we will invite the Planning Board, the CAC and the two new Town Board 
members who have not had an opportunity to review the draft code. 
 
*****Joyce reminded the ZC members that they are to write up a list of outstanding issues that they would like to have 
discussed at the next ZC Meeting.  Send the list to Joyce as soon as possible.*****   
 
 Motion to adjourn:  Donn Critchell    Seconded by:  Al Huehnel 

Ayes:  5 (Critchell, Huehnel, Bainer, O’Donnell, Roberts)  Nays:  0  Abstained: 0 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:45 p.m. 
 
 
Public Audience: None 
Minutes Prepared by:  Linda Swartz 


